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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  
Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 
ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 
ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and you 
are welcome here. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 
light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City 
of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in 
all we do. 

 



 

 
* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones.  Hymnal Guide: 
UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion; WS=Worship & 
Song 

 
PRELUDE  Bobbi Thompson 
 
INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
ONE:  Wisdom cries out and understanding shouts, “God’s world is in turmoil.” 
ALL:  God, equip us to be a source of healing. 
ONE:  Wisdom cries out and understanding shouts, “God’s people are hungry.” 
ALL:  Spirit, equip us to be a source of nourishment. 
ONE:  Wisdom cries out and understanding shouts, “God’s creation is shackled.” 
ALL:  Jesus, equip us to be a source of liberation. 
ONE:  Wisdom cries out and understanding shouts.  
ALL:  We commit to joining the call on this Peace with Justice Sunday by disrupting 

unjust systems and building up peace that reflects God’s vision for creation. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN  O Young and Fearless Prophet UMH #444 
1. O young and fearless Prophet of ancient 

Galilee, thy life is still a summons to serve 
humanity; to make our thoughts and 
actions less prone to please the crowd, to 
stand with humble courage for truth with 
hearts uncowed.  

 
2. We marvel at the purpose that held thee to 

thy course while ever on the hilltop before 
thee loomed the cross; thy steadfast face 
set forward where love and duty shone, 
while we betray so quickly and leave thee 
there alone. 

 
3. O help us stand unswerving against war’s 

bloody way, where hate and lust and 
falsehood hold back Christ’s holy sway; 
forbid false love of country that blinds us 
to his call, who lifts above the nations the 
unity of all. 

 

4. Stir up in us a protest against our greed for 
wealth, while others starve and hunger and 
plead for work and health; where homes 
with little children cry out for lack of 
bread, who live their years sore burdened 
beneath a gloomy dread. 

 
5. O young and fearless Prophet, we need 

thy presence here, amid our pride and 
glory to see thy face appear; once more to 
hear thy challenge above our noisy day, 
again to lead us forward along God’s holy 
way. 

 
WORDS: S. Ralph Harlow, 1931. MUSIC: John B. Dykes, 1872. 
CCLI2815228 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 



 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                 Deaconess Anne Hillman 
 
INVITATION TO TAKE A “FIELD TRIP,” TO SHARE THE PEACE OF CHRIST, 
AND TO THE OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY 
 
*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here 
below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 
PRAYER AFTER THE OFFERING 
Thank you, God, for the invitation to partner with you through Jesus Christ. We recognize that 
there can be no true peace without the presence of justice. As these gifts join with gifts from 
throughout The United Methodist Church, transform this offering into peace-building initiatives 
that celebrate the place where justice and mercy embrace. With the power of your Holy Spirit, 
use this offering to share the cost and burden of protecting the integrity of your creation with 
Christlike love. AMEN. 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 
SHARING OF BLESSINGS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER   
 
OUR SOCIAL CREED 

We believe in God, Creator of the 
world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer 
of creation. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, through 
whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and 
we repent of our sin in misusing these 
gifts to idolatrous ends. 

We affirm the natural world as God’s 
handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its 
preservation, enhancement, and faithful use 
by humankind. 

We joyfully receive for ourselves and 
others the blessings of community, 
sexuality, marriage, and the family. 

We commit ourselves to the rights of 
men, women, children, youth, young adults, 
the aging, and people with disabilities; to 
improvement of the quality of life; and to 
the rights and dignity of all persons. 

We believe in the right and duty of 
persons to work for the glory of God and 
the good of themselves and others and in the 
protection of their welfare in so doing; in 
the rights to property as a trust from God, 
collective bargaining, and responsible 
consumption; and in the elimination of 
economic and social distress. 

We dedicate ourselves to peace 
throughout the world, to the rule of justice 
and law among nations, and to individual 
freedom for all people of the world. 

We believe in the present and final 
triumph of God’s Word in human affairs 
and gladly accept our commission to 
manifest the life of the gospel in the 
world. Amen.

 



 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6: 6-8 NRSV Updated Edition 
“With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 
ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
*HYMN  What does the Lord require of you?  

 
 



 

 
*GOSPEL READING Luke 4: 16-30 NRSV Updated Edition 

When [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to set free those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 
came from his mouth. They said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you 
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your 
hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I tell you, 
no prophet is accepted in his hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the 
time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months and there was a severe 
famine over all the land, yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in 
Sidon. There were also many with a skin disease in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the 
synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the 
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he 
passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 
ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE The Great West Window Karen Tyler-Ruiz 
 
*CLOSING HYMN We Shall Overcome UMH #533 
1. We shall overcome, we shall overcome, 

we shall overcome someday! 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
we shall overcome someday! 

2. We’ll walk hand in hand… 

3. We shall all be free… 
4. We shall live in peace… 
5. Our God will see us through… 
WORDS: Afro-American Spiritual. MUSIC: Afro-American Spiritual, adapt. 

By William Farley Smith, 1986. CCLI2815228 

 
 



 

 
SENDING FORTH 

*BENEDICTION  Karen Tyler-Ruiz 
Wisdom cries out and understanding shouts. Go into the world justified by faith, joining the 
shouts and cries for peace with justice. On this special Sunday and every day, disrupt unjust 
systems and build up peace that reflects God’s vision for creation. Amen. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This service is live-streamed under CCLI STREAM PLUS 21469425. 

Portions of this service were developed by United Methodist Discipleship Ministries, and used 
by permission.  
We are grateful to Carol Cook Reid for the photographs of our windows used on the bulletin 
covers each week in this series. We are also grateful to our Trustees, and especially to Dave 
Wilson, for illuminating windows that have not been illuminated in many years.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT 
Central United Methodist Church acknowledges that the building in which we carry out our 
collective life together occupies and is built upon land that is part of what was first known as 
Waawiyaataanong (“At the curved shores.”), the ancestral and contemporary homeland of the 
Three Fires Confederacy, but which is now referred to as Detroit. In 1807 the Ojibwe, Odawa, 
Potawatomi, and Wyandot nations granted use of these sovereign lands to the US government 
through the Treaty of Detroit. Central United Methodist Church affirms the continued Indigenous 
sovereignty over these lands and honors all tribes with a connection to Detroit. We commit 
ourselves to working together with our native brothers and sisters to advance equity in all 
dimensions of life and to promote a better future for the earth and all its peoples.  
(Adopted by the Ministry Team -April 22, 2021) 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
The Great West Window 

 
The subject of the great 7-lancet traceried window in the facade of the church is “I am come 

that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly,” (John 10: 10). The One 
who came to earth that this text might be fulfilled, our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, is 
symbolized by the heroic figure of a young beardless man striding triumphantly forward in the 
three central lancets. His one arm is upraised in a gesture waving forward those who are mired in 
sin, catastrophe and disaster, that they may come to Him for a finer and better world.  

The forces of evil and disaster are shown in the three left lancets; women and children 
slaving under poor working conditions; the door to employment being closed to those of the 
Negro race, the Jew and the foreigner; a lynching in the small insert. Above these the free voice 
of the Church is being stopped by the forces of the strong armed totalitarian state which is 
nailing its manifestos to the wall, manifestos of the Communist State, the Hitler State, the Fascist 
State. Next, a mother is holding in her arms her son killed on the field of battle, while many 
wounded and mutilated by war are shown lying on their beds of pain. The terrific blast of the 
atomic bomb destroys Hiroshima. All these represent the forces of evil that we know at the 
present time.  

Piercing through are the symbols of the love of Jesus Christ which leads man onward and 
upward through Christ to a better world. To the right of Christ are symbols of the more abundant 
life on earth today. The mighty forces of nature, instead of being used to destroy man, are shown 
being harnessed to the great dam from which comes the power of electricity for use of the farmer 
and others. Next is the free pulpit where man’s religion can be proclaimed without fear, free 
education for all and health and happiness symbolized by the Red Cross and the doctor 
inoculating the young athlete; also shown is that refuge in our land of plenty for those of foreign 
birth or foreign ancestry, the Japanese-American Hostel. Industrial problems are shown being 
solved, not by strikes and disorder, but at the conference table with labor and management and 
the mediator sitting down together to work out their differences. Pictured also is the free ballot 
for men and women, white and black; fair employment practices where people of all races and 
creeds work together side by side and live in decent housing. 

That these privileges are not for us alone, but also for those of other lands less fortunate is 
symbolized at the bottom by the Statue of Liberty welcoming Displaced People from foreign 
lands, and by the sharing of our great resources and wealth in the depiction of an ocean liner 
being loaded with supplies of food packages and clothing for those in desolate lands across the 
sea.  

Guiding the forces of good are symbols of political and spiritual cooperation; in the lower 
right corner is the symbol of the United Nations and in the tracery opening above the figure of 
Christ is the symbol of the Ecumenical Church, the seal of the World Council of Churches. 

The bands of love are held together by the words of the Master symbolized in shields in the 
upper left and lower right depicting the 25th chapter of Matthew, verses 35-36, “For I was 
hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger. and ye 
took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me.”  

 
 



 

 
 
That the Window is the expression of the more abundant life possible in this present age here 

and now, is symbolized by the fact that we do not see the beginnings of evil nor do we see the 
end of the more abundant life. We see only the forces of evil that need correction in our time, 
and we see the means by which this can be accomplished. At another time in the future the 
picture may be different, but the need will be the same and the answer to it will be the same. The 
more abundant life is only possible if people accept and put to work in their own lives the love 
of Christ.  

That the more abundant life is not founded on good deeds alone is symbolized in the four 
small tracery openings containing the symbols of true Christian character: Courage, Faith, Love 
and Loyalty. Such Christian character is built on an enduring faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, as 
exemplified in the two tracery openings. The left tracery symbolizes the vicarious sacrifice of 
our Lord on the cross which made His saving grace possible, and the right tracery, in proof of 
the fact that our faith is not vain, shows the resurrected figure of our Lord. Man’s goal is the 
Prince of Peace symbolized by the Star at the top of the window. This star is surrounded by the 
symbols of the Brotherhood of Man joining forces and reaching up to grasp the outstretched 
hand that symbolizes the Fatherhood of God. When all have joined hands we will have achieved 
“the peace of God that passeth all understanding.”  
This soul-stirring window should be not only a great inspirational teaching window for the 
congregations that worship in the Central Methodist Church but, by a plan to illuminate the 
window from within at night, it should also be a source of inspiration to the man in the street 
who passes up and down Woodward Avenue, and who may see this great symbol of Christ’s 
enduring love for him. Souls will be warmed and awakened by this manifestation that the 
Church is alert to their problems and needs, that the Church wants and needs their help and 
cooperation also, and extends an invitation to one and all, regardless of race, creed, national 
background or sex, to enter into God’s sanctuary and worship the Prince of Peace. 

From “The Stained Glass Windows of Central Methodist Church: A Description,” written by 
Muriel C. Willet, Treasurer of the Willet Stained Glass Company, and published upon the 
dedication of our windows in 1955. The language of the booklet reflects style and understanding 
of that era; we would likely write it differently today.  

 
 


