Central United Methodist Church

A Reconciling Congregation
Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822—Sanctuary completed 1867

January 18, 2026
Second Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT
Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation. Regardless of your race,
ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation,
age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved
and you are welcome here.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by
the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of
the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace
and justice in all we do.

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones.
Hymnal Guide: W&S=Worship & Song, UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal,
TFWS = The Faith We Sing

PRELUDE Augustus Williamson & Brandon Reeves

The Prelude and the Postlude are times for silent prayer and meditation guided by some of our gifted musicians.

ACTS OF WELCOME

WELCOME

OPENING PRAYER

“God, we thank you for the inspiration of Jesus. Grant that we will love you with all our
hearts, souls, and minds, and love our neighbors as we love ourselves, even our enemy
neighbors. And we ask you, God, in these days of emotional tension, when the problems of
the world are gigantic in extent and chaotic in detail, to be with us in our going out and our
coming in, in our rising up and in our lying down, in our moments of joy and in our moments
of sorrow, until the day when there shall be no sunset and no dawn. Amen.”

From a collection of prayers by Martin Luther King Jr., Thou, Dear God: Prayers that Open Hearts and Spirits (edited by Lewis
V. Baldwin, Beacon Press, 2012)



*OPENING HYMN Lift Every Voice and Sing UMH #519

1. Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring,
ring with the harmonies of liberty;
let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies,
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
let us march on till victory is won.

2. Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;
we have come, treading our path thru the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

3. God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light,
keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee;
lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee’
shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand,
true to our God, true to our native land.

WORDS: James Weldon Johnson, 1921; MUSIC: J. Rosamond Johnson, 1921; © 1921 Edward B. Marks Music Co.’ renewed; CCLI 2815228

GREETINGS AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASSING THE PEACE Augustus Williamson & Brandon Reeves

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Deaconess Anne Hillman



ACTS OF SHARING
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY Cristalina by Carlos Rafael Rivera
Caen Thomason-Redus, flute & Brandon Reeves, piano

Ei For electronic giving, please use this QR Code

DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here
below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly,
affects all indirectly.” Bless the sharing of these gifts. May it be a sign of our mutual care,
common life, and shared destiny. Amen.

From Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” April 16, 1963.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION

MLK SPEAKS
Excerpt from Martin Luther King Jr., "Birth of a New Nation,”
April 7, 1957, at the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama

ANTHEM A Canticle of Peace by Joseph W. Clokey

*SCRIPTURE Matthew 5:43-45 Britney Touchstone
"You have heard it said, 'Love your neighbor—but hate your enemy." But I tell you,

love your enemies and pray for your persecutors. This will prove that you are children of

God. For God makes the sun rise on bad and good alike; God's rain falls on the just and the

unjust.

ONE: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

ALL: Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE Questions for Martin Rev. Paul Perez



*CLOSING HYMN We Shall Overcome UMH #533
1. We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome someday!
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome someday!

2. We'll walk hand in hand.,
3. We shall all be free.
4. We shall live in peace.

5. The Lord will see us through.

WORDS: Afro-American spiritual; MUSIC: Afro-American spiritual; adapt. by William Farley Smith, 1986
Adapt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; CCLI 2815228

BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION & SENDING FORTH

God grant that as we go out and face life with all of its decisions, as we face the bitter cup
which we will inevitably face from day to day, God grant that we will learn this one thing
and that is, to make the transition from "this cup" to "nevertheless."

From a collection of prayers by Martin Luther King Jr., Thou, Dear God: Prayers that Open Hearts and Spirits (edited by Lewis
V. Baldwin, Beacon Press, 2012)

CHORAL BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Brandon Reeves
Central United Methodist Church
23 East Adams, Detroit, Michigan 48226, 313.965.5422

CUMCdetroit1810@centralumchurchdetroit.org / http://www.centralumchurchdetroit.org
Rev. Paul Perez, Lead Minister

Rev. Edwin Rowe, Pastor Emeritus
Deaconess Anne Hillman, Ph.D. Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Margaret Reese, Director of Music & Brandon Reeves, Collaborative Pianist

This service is live-streamed under CCLI STREAM PLUS 21469425
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT

Central United Methodist Church acknowledges that the building in which we carry out our collective life
together occupies and is built upon land that is part of what was first known as Waawiyaataanong (“At the
curved shores.”), the ancestral and contemporary homeland of the Three Fires Confederacy, but which is
now referred to as Detroit. In 1807 the Ojibwe, Odawa, Potawatomi, and Wyandot nations granted use of
these sovereign lands to the US government through the Treaty of Detroit. Central United Methodist
Church affirms the continued Indigenous sovereignty over these lands and honors all tribes with a
connection to Detroit. We commit ourselves to working together with our native brothers and sisters to
advance equity in all dimensions of life and to promote a better future for the earth and all its peoples.
(Adopted by the Ministry Team -April 22, 2021)
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