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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  
Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, ethnicity, 
immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, ability, belief, or 
background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the light of 
Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City of Detroit, 
transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in all we do. 

 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 
Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                            Bobbi Thompson 
 
INTROIT               Bobbi Thompson 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT 
Central United Methodist Church acknowledges that the building in which we carry out 
our collective life together occupies and is built upon land that is part of what was first 
known as Waawiyaataanong (“At the curved shores.”), the ancestral and contemporary 
homeland of the Three Fires Confederacy, but which is now referred to as Detroit. In 
1807 the Ojibwe, Odawa, Potawatomi, and Wyandot nations granted use of these 
sovereign lands to the US government through the Treaty of Detroit. Central United 
Methodist Church affirms the continued Indigenous sovereignty over these lands and 
honors all tribes with a connection to Detroit. We commit ourselves to working together 
with our native brothers and sisters to advance equity in all dimensions of life and to 
promote a better future for the earth and all its peoples. 
 
(Adopted by the Ministry Team -April 22, 2021) 
 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
ONE:  We come to this place – 
ALL:  Each of us on our own path. 
ONE:  The path is winding, 
ALL:  and the path is not always clear, 
ONE:  and the path changes, 
ALL:  But we are here. 
ONE:  God is walking us home. 
ALL:  What a gift it is to not walk alone. 
ONE:  Let us worship our Holy God. 

 



 

 
 
 

*OPENING HYMN   Home By Another Way              (Tune of We Three Kings) 
1.  Magi from a far away place, Radiant 

starlight setting their pace fording 
wadi, risking body seeking the king’s 
birthplace. (Refrain) 

 
(Refrain) O, we have traveled night and 

day meeting God where e’er we stay, 
paths are changing, rearranging as we 
find another way. 

 
2.  Threatened by the good news they 

bring, Herod plots to kill the new king, 
Angels warning in the morning: 
“Avoid Jerusalem”. (Refrain) 

 

3.  Places that change and storms that 
delay, dreams and hopes left in 
disarray, make us tremble, but 
remember there is another way. 
(Refrain) 

 
Music:  John Henry Hopkins (1857)  Text:  ©Anna Strickland 
2021 Commissioned by A Sanctified Art, LLC. Free for 
congregational use. CCLI2815228 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
TIME FOR CHILDREN                                    Deaconess Anne Hillman 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
ONE:  I imagine that, for the Magi, walking to Bethlehem was not easy.   

I imagine that following a star for navigation was definitely not easy.   
However, I imagine that the hardest part might have been not knowing where the road  
would lead. 
 
Friends, we are not always the best versions of ourselves when we are faced with 
uncertainty or changing plans.  Facing the unknown pulls on every ounce of our  
anxiety and fear.  It rings all our stress alarms and can erode our patience, our calm, 
our sense of perspective. 
 
Fortunately for us, we worship a God who is gracious beyond imagination and  
meets us on every twist and turn of the road home.  So let us pray together now, 
knowing that even in our worst moments, we are held by God. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of changed plans, the Magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new way home – 
a different path, an untraveled road.  And to our amazement, they did just that.  The Magi 
packed their bags and went home by another way. 
 
We wish that change could be easy for us, but more often than not, when whispers of 
change come, we tend to clench our fists and hold on tighter. 
 
Forgive us for resisting change that might be holy. 
Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road home. 
Forgive us for failing to hear your invitation. 
Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. 
Gratefully we pray, Amen. 
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
ONE:  No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life, God walks with us. 

God never leaves our side.  When the road changes and we find ourselves on a new path  
home, God is always there.  So hear and believe this good news: 

ALL:  No matter where we go, no matter what we do, we are claimed, loved and held by 
God.  Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 
The Magi came bearing gifts, because that is what we do when we love someone.  We prepare.  
We celebrate.  We drop off casseroles and flowers.  We bring gifts.  It has always been that way. 
 
So today, we are invited to do the same for God.  We are invited to bring our gifts as a sign of 
our love.  And instead of gold, we’ll give our tithes and offerings.  Instead of frankincense, we’ll 
give our talents and our energy.  Instead of myrrh, we’ll give our time. 
 
We give because we love.  It has always been that way. 
Let us give our tithes and offerings now. 
 
OFFERTORY    
 
*DOXOLOGY Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here 
below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of new beginnings, we offer these gifts to you today because we love you.  The world 
will tell us to keep our money to ourselves, to hold it tight, to tuck it away, but just as the 
Magi made a different choice, we make a different choice.  Instead we give what we have, 
trusting that when we live like we belong to one another, we will see a better world.  So 
take these gifts and use them for your good.  With hope we pray, amen. 
 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
*CENTERING HYMN    The First Noel                                             UMH #245 
1.  The first Noel the angel did say was to 

certain poor shepherds in fields as they 
lay; in fields where they lay keeping 
their sheep, on a cold winter’s night 
that was so deep.  (Refrain) 

 
(Refrain) Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is 

the King of Israel. 
 
2.  They looked up and saw a star shining 

in the east, beyond them far; and to the 
earth it gave great light, and so it 
continued both day and night. (Refrain) 

 
3.  And by the light of that same star three 

Wise Men came from country far; to 
seek for a king was their intent, and to 
follow the star wherever it went. 
(Refrain) 

 

4.  This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest; and 
there it did both stop and stay, right 
over the place where Jesus lay.  
(Refrain) 

 
5.  Then entered in those Wise Men three, 

full reverently upon the knee, and 
offered there, in his presence, their 
gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
(Refrain) 

 
WORDS: Trad. English carol; MUSIC: Trad. English carol; harm. from 
Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871; CCLI2815228 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy God,  
You speak to us in Scripture and in prayers, in sunrises and sunsets, in friends and in strangers, 
in dreams and in songs. 
You are speaking all the time, and how often do we miss it? 
Still our minds so that we can listen with a depth that we have not heard before. 
Still our hearts so that we can receive with open arms what it is you are offering us today. 
We know you are speaking, so we are listening. 
Gratefully we pray, Amen. 
 
 



 

 
*GOSPEL LESSON             Matthew 2:1-12                             from the Inclusive Bible 
   After Jesus birth – which happened in Bethlehem of Judea, during the reign of Herod – 
astrologers from the East arrived in Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the newborn ruler of the 
Jews?  We observed his star at its rising and have come to pay homage.”  At this news Herod 
became greatly disturbed, as did all of Jerusalem.  Summoning all the chief priests and religious 
scholars of the people, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 
   “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they informed him.  “Here is what the prophet has written:  
         ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
          are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, 
          since from you will come a ruler 
          who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
   Herod called the astrologers aside and found out from them the exact time of the star’s 
appearance.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, after having instructed them, “Go and get detailed 
information about the child.  When you have found him, report back to me – so that I may go 
and offer homage, too.” 
   After their audience with the ruler, they set out.  The star which they had observed at its rising 
went ahead of them until it came to a standstill over the place where the child lay.  They were 
overjoyed at seeing the star and, upon entering the house, found the child with Mary, his mother.  
They prostrated themselves and paid homage.  Then they opened their coffers and presented the 
child with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
   They were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, so they went back to their own country 
by another route. 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE     Home by Another Way              Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION AND STAR WORDS 
ONE:  The Holy One be with you. 
ALL:  And also with you. 
ONE:  Open your hearts to the One who is Love. 
ALL:  We open our hearts to you, O God. 
ONE:  Let us give thanks to God, who welcomes the stranger. 
ALL:  To the one who reaches across every border, we give thanks and praise. 
 
ONE:  In wonder of your expansive embrace, we give you praise, O God.  Through your radical 

welcome, you reveal the limitations of our own imaginations.  You break down walls and 
boundaries we don’t even realize we have built. 

 

Like the Magi guided by the light of the star through foreign territory, you call us towards 
you.  You lead your people across borders of hate and into lands of curious and different.  
You strengthen us as we journey, learning and unlearning stories about one another.  
Gathered in your presence, we come to recognize the gifts of community rich in diversity. 

 

Therefore, we join our voices with your people on earth and all the company of the 
heavens, singing praise to you: 



 

 
 
ALL:  Holy, Holy, Holy One 

God of justice and love. 
Heaven and earth are full of your wonder 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

ONE:  You move in mysterious ways, O God.  This journey with you is filled with more 
questions than answers.  Each time we think we have you figured out, you surprise us 
again, revealing yourself in new ways. 

 

In Jesus, we saw your radical welcome of strangers extended in challenging ways.  Ways 
that disrupt our traditions and unsettle our comfort zones.  Jesus broke religious rules in 
order to include all people.  He lifted up the sacredness of the people and places deemed 
unclean.  He cared more about the well-being of the oppressed than his own reputation. 

 

Jesus taught us to rethink your presence among us, but we couldn’t accept it.  Resistant to 
transformation, your people sent him to the cross.   

 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his companions.  He took bread, 
blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said:  “This is my body which is given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

After the meal, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it saying:  “This cup that is poured 
out is the new covenant.”   

 

In remembrance of all you have done to save us, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 

ALL:  Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us. 

 
ONE:  May the same Spirit that lifted Christ from the grave be poured out on these gifts.  
Make this bread and this cup be an extension of your welcome that knows no bounds.  
Fill us with the courage and faith to join you in the work of tearing down walls that 
exclude and pointing to the Sacred in the margins. 
 

In collective longing for a taste of your Kindom on earth, 
we join together in echoing the prayer of Jesus: 
 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kindom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespassed against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kindom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
 



 

 
CLOSING HYMN   What Child is This                      adapted from UMH #219 
1.  What child is this, who, laid to rest, on 

Mary’s lap is sleeping?  Whom angels 
greet with anthems sweet while 
shepherds watch are keeping?  This, 
this, the angels sing, is Christ, God’s 
holy offering; haste, haste your praise 
to bring the babe, the child of Mary! 

 
2.  Why lies the Child in manger bare 

where ox and ass are feeding?  Give 
heed, draw near; for sinners here the 
silent Word is pleading.  Nails, spear 
shall pierce him through the cross be 
borne for me, for you; hail, hail the 
Word made flesh, the babe, the child of 
Mary! 

3.  Bring gifts of incense, gold and myrrh, 
come, join in jubilation; the Holy child, 
though meek and mild, has come with 
God’s salvation.  Raise, raise the song 
on high, the mother sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, 
the child of Mary! 

 
CCLI2815228 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 

 
*BENEDICTION   Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
As you leave this service, your service begins:  
Comfort the homesick. 
Open your doors to others. 
Seek sanctuary. 
Be brave enough to go home by another way. 
And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed – so come back soon. 
In the name of our Foundation – God, Spirit and Redeemer – go in peace.  Amen. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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