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Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822,  
Sanctuary completed 1867 

 
June 28, 2026 

 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Pride Month 

 
OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation. Regardless of your race, 
ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, 
age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s 
beloved and you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by 
the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of 
the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace 
and justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones.  
Hymnal Guide: W&S=Worship & Song, UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal,  

TFWS = The Faith We Sing 
 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

PRELUDE           Augustus Williamson & Brandon Reeves 
 
WELCOME 
 
*OPENING PRAYER  (from enfleshed: liturgy that matters)  
Spirit of God, Holy is your wisdom. You reveal all that has narrowed our imagination, 
confined our worldviews, and distorted our sense of what’s possible. Come and help us 
create anew. Within and between us, nurture our creativity in the simple and serious work of 
love. Amen. 
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*OPENING HYMN   Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                UMH #400 

1.  Come, thou Fount of every blessing; 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above; 

praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
mount of God’s unchanging love! 

 

2.  Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
hither by thy help I’m come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 
interposed his precious love. 

 

3.  O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, God, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here’s my heart; O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 

 
WORDS: Robert Robinson, 1758; MUSIC:  Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813; CCLI 2815228 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
GREETINGS AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 
    Please help us know you were here in worship today by  
    scanning the QR code above with your phone. There is also  
    a place for notes and prayer requests for the pastor. 
 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE        Augustus Williamson & Brandon Reeves 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT       Deaconess Anne Hillman 
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ACTS OF SHARING 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY               Brandon Reeves 
 
    For electronic giving, please use this QR Code 
 
 
 
 

DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here 
below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 
ANTHEM   God Has Work for Us To Do by Mark A. Miller 
 
*SCRIPTURE     Matthew 25: 31-40 
   "At the appointed time the Promised One will come in glory, escorted by all the angels 
of heaven, and will sit upon the royal throne, with all the nations assembled below.  Then 
the Promised One will separate them from one another, as a shepherd divides the sheep 
from the goats.  The sheep will be placed on the right hand, the goats on the left. 
   "The ruler will say to those on the right, "Come, you blessed of my Abba God!  Inherit 
the kin-dom prepared for you from the creation of the world!  For I was hungry and you 
fed me; I was thirsty and you gave me a drink.  I was a stranger and you welcomed me; 
naked and you clothed me.  I was ill and you comforted me; in prison and you came to 
visit me.’  Then these just will ask, ‘When did we see you hungry and feed you, or see 
you thirsty and give you drink?  
   When did we see you as a stranger and invite you in, or clothe you in your nakedness?  
When did we see you ill or in prison and come to visit you?’  The ruler will answer them,’ 
The truth is, every time you did this for the least of my sisters or brothers, you did it for 
me.’ 
ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
CENTRAL SPEAKS!             Zosette Guir 
 
REFLECTION              Rev. Paul Perez 
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*CLOSING HYMN   Hymn of Promise       UMH #707 

1.  In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise; butterflies will soon be free!   

In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be,  
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

2.  There's a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;  
there's a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.   

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,  
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

3.  In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.   
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,  

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

WORDS  Natalie Sleeth, 1986; MUSIC:  Natalie Sleeth, 1986; © 1986 Hope Publishing Co.;  CCLI 2815228 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH  
 
POSTLUDE              Brandon Reeves 

 

Central United Methodist Church,  
23 East Adams, Detroit, Michigan 48226, 313.965.5422 

CUMCdetroit1810@centralumchurchdetroit.org / http://www.centralumchurchdetroit.org 
 

Rev. Paul Perez, Lead Minister 
Rev. Edwin Rowe, Pastor Emeritus 

Deaconess Anne Hillman, Ph.D. Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Margaret Reese, Director of Music & Brandon Reeves, Collaborative Pianist 

Debra Cox, Office Administrator & Angela Bakeley, Receptionist 
Dave Wilson, Building Manager  

 

This service is live-streamed under CCLI STREAM PLUS 21469425  
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT 
Central United Methodist Church acknowledges that the building in which we carry out our 
collective life together occupies and is built upon land that is part of what was first known as 
Waawiyaataanong (“At the curved shores.”), the ancestral and contemporary homeland of the Three 
Fires Confederacy, but which is now referred to as Detroit. In 1807 the Ojibwe, Odawa, 
Potawatomi, and Wyandot nations granted use of these sovereign lands to the US government 
through the Treaty of Detroit. Central United Methodist Church affirms the continued Indigenous 
sovereignty over these lands and honors all tribes with a connection to Detroit. We commit 
ourselves to working together with our native brothers and sisters to advance equity in all 
dimensions of life and to promote a better future for the earth and all its peoples. (Adopted by the 
Ministry Team -April 22, 2021) 
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