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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  
Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 
ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 
ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 
you are welcome here. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 
light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City 
of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in 
all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 
Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing;  

SOZ = Songs of Zion; WS=Worship & Song 
 

PRELUDE  Bobbi Thompson 
 
INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 
 

 



 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                     
ONE:  Listen! 
ALL:  There is hope to be found here. 
ONE:  Listen! 
ALL:  God calls you by name here. 
ONE:  Listen! 
ALL:  There is love that abides here. 
ONE:  This world is full of chatter, so may we do our best to listen. 
ALL:  God is speaking. 
ONE:  Let us worship. 
ALL:  Amen.   
 
*OPENING HYMN       Christ, Who Throughout These Forty Days (adapted from UMH# 269) 
1.  Christ, who throughout these forty days 

for us didst fast and pray, teach us with 
thee to mourn our sins and close by thee 
to stay. 

 
2.  As thou with Satan didst contend, and 

didst the victory win, O give us strength 
in thee to fight, in thee to conquer sin. 

 
3.  As thou didst hunger bear, and thirst, so 

teach us gracious Lord, to die to self, and 
chiefly live by thy most holy word. 

 

4.  And through these days of penitence, and 
through thy passion-tide, yea, evermore 
in life and death, Jesus with us abide. 

 
5.  Abide with us, that so, this life of 

suffering over past, an Easter of 
unending joy we may attain at last. 
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ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME        Deaconess Anne Hillman 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
ONE:  Friends, if you are seeking grace, this moment is for you.  If you are seeking growth, this 
moment is for you.  If you are seeking honesty, this moment is for you. 
In the prayer of confession, we admit to ourselves and to God that we do not have it all figured 
out.  And in that vulnerability, we are surrounded by God’s grace.  So let us pray together, using 
the prayer of confession.  Let us pray: 
 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
ALL:  Holy God,  

Too often we treat your Word like a radio station – something we can tune in and 
out of when it’s convenient.  Our minds are full of ads, emails, news updates, and 
notifications.   
 

In the midst of this clutter, we tend to gravitate toward the voices that think like  
us – easily ignoring the voices being silenced, easily ignoring your voice.  Forgive us 
for failing to listen.  Forgive us for getting caught in distractions.  Forgive us for 
forgetting what your voice sounds like. 
 

Drain the distractions from our minds and help us turn once again toward you.  
With earnest hearts we pray, amen. 

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
ONE:  Friends, even when we tune God out, even when we prioritize other voices, even when 

we do all the talking and fail to listen, we are still held by God. 
 

Our sins are forgiven.  Nothing could ever separate us from God’s love. 
So with joy in our hearts, please repeat after me: 
 

I am loved! 
 
ALL:  I am loved! 
ONE:  I am held in grace! 
ALL:  I am held in grace! 
ONE:  I belong to God. 
ALL:  I belong to God. 
ONE:  Amen. 
 
ANTHEM  Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit arr. William Dawson         Roderick Reese, Bass 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 
Humans do not live by bread alone, but, oh, how we need bread!  We need sustenance – food, 
water, relationships, beauty, a sense of purpose.  We gather our resources today so that our 
communities might not only be sustained but live in soulful freedom. 
 
OFFERTORY          River in Judea Music by Jack Feldman.    Lyrics by Linda 
Marcus 
 
*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below.  Praise 
God for all that love has done.  Creator, Christ and Holy One.   
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Bless our gifts to the wellbeing of our communities and our planet home, Steadfast 
Provider.  Expand our creativity, that we might care for each other collaboratively – 
sharing power, resources and joy.  Amen. 



 

 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON         Genesis 3:1-7   The Inclusive Bible 
       Rev. Tom Robinson 
   But the snake was even more naked; the most cunning of all the animals that God had made.  
The snake asked the woman, “Die?  You won’t die!  God knows well that on the day that you 
eat it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil!” 
   The woman knew that the tree was enticing to the eye, and now saw that the fruit was good to 
eat – that it was desirable for the knowledge it could give.  So she took some of its fruit and ate 
it.  She gave some to the man beside her, and he ate it. 
   Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked.  So they 
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 
*CENTERING HYMN       Jesus, Tempted in the Desert                        TFWS #2105 
1.  Jesus, tempted in the desert, lonely, 

hungry, filled with dread: “Use your 
power,” the tempter tells him; “Turn 
these barren rocks to bread!” “Not 
alone by bread,” he answers, “Can the 
human heart be filled.  Only by the 
Word that calls us is our deepest 
hunger stilled!” 

 
2.  Jesus, tempted at the temple, high 

above its ancient wall: “Throw 
yourself from lofty turret; angels wait 
to break your fall!” Jesus shuns such 
empty marvels, feats that fickle crowds 
request: “God, whose grace protects, 
preserves us, we must never vainly 
test.” 

 

3.  Jesus, tempted on the mountain by the 
lure of vast domain: “Fall before me!  
Be my servant!  Glory, fame, you’re 
sure to gain!”  Jesus sees the dazzling 
vision, turns his eyes another way: 
“God alone deserves our homage!  
God alone will I obey!” 

 
4.  When we face temptation’s power, 

lonely, struggling, filled with dread, 
Christ, who knew the tempter’s hour, 
come and be our living bread.  By your 
grace, protect, preserve us lest we fall 
your trust betray.  Yours, above all 
other voices, be the Word we hear, 
obey. 

 
WORDS: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., MUSIC: Thoma J. Williams; 
Words © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., CCLI  2815228 

 
 
 



 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 
*GOSPEL READING    Matthew 4:1-11                                   The Inclusive Bible 
                   Rev. Tom Robinson 
   Then Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit, to be tempted by the Devil.  After fasting for 
forty days and forty nights, Jesus was hungry.  Then the tempter approached and said, “If you 
are the Only Begotten, command these stones to turn into bread.” 
   Jesus replied, “Scripture has it, ‘We live not on bread alone but on every utterance that comes 
from the mouth of God’”. 
   Next the Devil took Jesus to the Holy City, set him on the parapet of the Temple and said, “If 
you are the Only Begotten, throw yourself down.  Scripture has it, “God will tell the angels to 
take care of you; with their hands they will support you that you may never stumble on a 
stone.’” 
   Jesus answered, “Scripture also says, ‘Do not put God to the test.’” 
   The Devil then took Jesus up a very high mountain and displayed all the dominions of the 
world in their magnificence, promising, “All these I will give you if you fall down and worship 
me.” 
   At this, Jesus said to the Devil, “Away with you, Satan!  Scripture says, ‘You will worship the 
Most High God; God alone will you adore.’” 
   At that the Devil left, and angels came and attended Jesus. 
ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                       Who Will You Listen To?          Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 
*CLOSING HYMN               God of History – Recent, Ancient    (Tune #648) 
            From the Hymnal “A Singing Faith” 
1.  God of history – recent, ancient – God 

of every yesterday.  Still our God in 
this day’s moments, where we go or 
where we stay: You have set us to this 
context, Time, relationship, and place, 
Hear our praise and glad 
thanksgiving, for all signs of present 
grace. 

 
2.  You have called us from division, into 

unity and hope.  Each and all belong 
together in the world’s kaleidoscope.  
Help us listen to the voices daring us to 
be and do.  What you plan for church 
and people, loving others, praising 
you. 

 

3.  How are we, then, called to answer as 
we work and as we live.  Called to 
justice, called to mission, learning to 
receive and give?  Shall we build a 
bridge of promise?  Tear down walls 
that split, divide?  Fling wide 
doorways, open windows?  Let the 
Spirit come inside? 

 
4.  God, you point us toward the future 

where Christ leads and shows the way.  
Here and now, work not yet finished 
needs our strength and will today.  
Thus we move into tomorrow, called to 
live and work and be, Reconcilers, 
pilgrim people, called by Christ, by 
Christ set free. 

Tune: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1855; Words: © Jane Parker Huber; CCLI 2815228 



 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 
*BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
As you leave this place, may God bless you in the seeking. 
Seek out the hungry. 
Seek the weary. 
Seek the good in every person you pass. 
Seek out the hopeful. 
Seek the faithful. 
Seek God in each of us. 
As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what you are looking for.  In the name of our 
loving God, who is always seeking us, go now in peace.  Amen.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please help us know you were here in worship today by scanning the QR code above with 

your phone.  There is also a place for notes and prayer requests for the pastor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
23 East Adams, Detroit, Michigan 48226 ~ 313.965.5422 

www.centralumchurchdetroit.org 
Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Edwin Rowe, Pastor Emeritus 
Deaconess Anne Hillman, Ph.D. Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 
Maggie Reese, Interim Music Director & Bobbi Thompson, Accompanist & Soloist 

Debra Cox, Office Administrator 
Andrew Cox, Building Superintendent & Dave Wilson, Building Maintenance 

Yvette Meadows and Angela Bakeley, Receptionists  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This service is live-streamed under CCLI STREAM PLUS 21469425. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT, Central United Methodist Church 
acknowledges that the building in which we carry out our collective life together occupies and 
is built upon land that is part of what was first known as Waawiyaataanong (“At the curved 
shores.”), the ancestral and contemporary homeland of the Three Fires Confederacy, but which 
is now referred to as Detroit. In 1807 the Ojibwe, Odawa, Potawatomi, and Wyandot nations 
granted use of these sovereign lands to the US government through the Treaty of Detroit. 
Central United Methodist Church affirms the continued Indigenous sovereignty over these lands 
and honors all tribes with a connection to Detroit. We commit ourselves to working together 
with our native brothers and sisters to advance equity in all dimensions of life and to promote a 
better future for the earth and all its peoples.  (Adopted by the Ministry Team -April 22, 2021) 


